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Synopsis

In this ferocious and tender debut, Chen Chen investigates inherited forms of love and
family&#151;the strained relationship between a mother and son, the cost of necessary
goodbyes&#151;all from Asian American, immigrant, and queer perspectives. Holding all
accountable, this collection fully embraces the loss, grief, and abundant joy that come with charting

oneA¢a -4,¢s own path in identity, life, and love.
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Customer Reviews

Amazing poetry from a unique point of view. Creative, unusual, serious enough to break your heart

but then funny, too. | can’t wait for another collection by this poet.

Never before has a poet made me cry so much in one line and laughing the next. This first collection
from Chen Chen is a force of nature that truly welcomes a whole wealth of emotions in poems that
are as sweet as they are daring. | think of all our poetry predecessors -- Bukowski, O’hara -- and

know for damn sure all the ways this book disrupts the stodgy white literary canon. I'm thankful for



this book and am so glad it’s out there in the world!

Read this book! This is deeply felt, smart, funny, hip, and necessary poetry by a brilliant young poet.

If you're not reading Chen Chen, you’re missing out.

Chen Chen writes breathtaking & brilliant poetry and is a poet we should all be reading.

Best read of 2017. Nothing can compares to the effortless, almost jubilant way that Chen Chen
plays with the english language. He wields humor and sadness like an ancient master; he can make
you laugh, cry, and then laugh again, all in the same sentence. His honesty will hit you hard and
make you want to keep reading until the last page, turn back to the first, and experience it all over

again. Get this book, you will not regret it!

this book is phenomenal. every poem charms and breaks your heart. every poem reaches from the

mundane to the political to the holy. there is so much love. it makes you want to write.

Some of the poems are interesting but it's more for those that enjoy prose style poetry. He certainly
writes about his experiences quite well but just wasn’t for me. If you like prose style you might enjoy
it.
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